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The Programme has previously conducted the following demersal surveys in the area: 
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January 1989 
May 1991 
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(6 surveys) 
(3 surveys) 
(3 surveys) 
(8 surveys) 
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Objectives 

The objectives of the cruise had been previously discussed and agreed upon by the 
responsible of the Demersal Programme of the Institute de Investiga~ao Marinha (liM), of 
Angola, and the responsible from the Institute of Marine Research, Bergen (IMR) for the 
Angolan Demersal Programme, and were the following: 

• To survey, map, and describe the distribution, composition and abundance of the main 
demersal species, with special emphasis on sea breams (Sparidae), croakers 
(Sciaenidae), grunts (Haemulidae), groupers (Serranidae), hakes (Merluccidae) and 
shrimps (Parapenaeus longirostris and Aristeus varidens) on the Angolan shelf and 
slope (down to 800 m) , from Cunene River (17°14' S) to Tombua (15°40' S), and 
from Benguela (12°35' S) to Congo River (06°00' S) using bottom trawl and the 
swept-area method. 

• Collect biological data (length, weight, sex and maturity) of Dentex macrophthalmus, 
D. angolensis, Pagellus bellottii, Pseudotolithus typus, Merluccius polli, 
commercially important flatfish (Citharidae, Soleidae, Cynoglossidae and Bothidae), 
Aristeus varidens, Parapenaeus longirostris and Chaceon maritae for future analyses. 

• To monitor the general hydrographic conditions using a CTD-sonde on each trawl 
stations all over the survey area, and map the temperature, salinity and oxygen along 
standard liM hydrographic profiles. 

• To verify the taxonomic identity of the species caught on board (taxonomist 
specialists Dr. Denis Tweddle and Dr. Reinhold Hanel), retaining problematic 
specimens for more detailed examination and identification later at the South African 
Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB); to build up a collection of the different 
species, with tissue samples for future genetic studies, for future reference based at 
SAIAB ; to build on the vessel's digital photographic reference collection. A brief 
report on the taxonomy work is provided in ANNEX VIII and IX. 

1.2 Participation 

The scientific staff consisted of: 

From liM, Angola: Maria de Lourdes SARDINHA (27/2-30/3, Local Cruise Leader 27/2-
12/3), Kumbi KILONGO (27/2-30/3, Local Cruise Leader 12/3-27/3), 
Francisco de ALMEIDA (27/2-12/3), Guilherme CAMARADA (27/2-
27/3), Virgilio ESTEY Ao (12/3-27/3), Quilanda FIDEL (12/3-27/3), 
ViandaFILIPE (27/2-12/3), TaniaMANDINGA (27/2-27/3), Lia 
NETO (12/3-27/3), Silvie Edith NSIANGANGO (27/2-12/3), Pedro 
PANZO (27/2-12/3),Domingos PEDRO (12/3-27/3), Eusebio dos 
SANTOS (12/3-27/3) and Marcelo TCHICULUPITI (27/2-12/3). 


















































































































































































































































































